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northern Syria, a Greek Christian by origin, but now a
Protestant, inherited this trade from his father, and, before
his conversion, was consulted by people of all religions, who
had lost property, who desired charms or potions to produce
marital fecundity, or who came on similar errands such as
have in all ages and lands driven folk to the magician. In
such matters the creed of the practitioner counts for nothing.
Recently the Greek Bishop of Hums was obliged to forbid
in church the women of his diocese from, consulting a der-
vish sheikh of great vogue. A stance was described to me
by a sceptical man whose mother had taken him to a dealer
in magic. The sheikh first tried to "gather the jinns/5 or
spirits, from whom he professes to derive his information
and who give him visions.1 Falling on his knees, he bent
his head so that it almost touched the ground, shook it
ominously from side to side, making a sucking sound with
his lips, as one might chirrup to a horse, thus talking with
the jinns. Presently they showed him the desired vision,
which he interpreted. Some days the spirits are not to be
gathered. At other tim.es they may be ensnared by skeins
of yarn, black, blue, or yellow, brought by the petitioner,
who may also present a black cat or a black hen for the same
purpose. Before writing a charm, the sheikh requires to
know the name of the mother of the recipient. In case of
malignant magic the sheikh may make a profit out of both
parties. My sceptical Syrian friend instanced the follow-
ing example: A pays the sheikh for a charm to insure that
his enemy B should become possessed of an evil spirit or,
as we should say, go crazy. The charm is concealed under
some threshold over which B is wont to pass—in the house,
the church, or the mosque. When the charm works, the
friends of the now crazed B come to the sheikh, begging
him to discover the place where a charm may be hidden.
At the likely places he goes through his prayers and incanta-
tions till he "discovers" the charm at the place where he
had known it to be put. The paper is then dipped in water,
and with the obliteration of the writing the madness van-
1 Intercourse with the jinns was authorized, as it were, by the great
founder, 'Abd-el-Q&dir, who Is said to have followed the practice.

